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Good afternoon, everyone. | warmly welcome you all to Government House as
we celebrate A Mountain of Voices and the important contributions made by
children and young people.

Thank you, Sophie, for the Welcome to Country.

Today is an opportunity to raise up the voices of our Tasmanian young people. |
am so pleased that students from around our State have joined us for this very
special event.

Children and young people are the future of Tasmania, and it is essential for all
adults to listen to them and act on what we hear.

May | share with you a comment from a 16-year-old, which featured in the
Voices for Tasmanian Youth’s report ‘Speaking Out for a Safer Tomorrow’. |
quote:

“It is very important to acknowledge that young people know more about their
own lives than you do.”* End of quote.

Today | am pleased that we have many adults here with us and | thank you for
your support of the Mountain of Voices project.

May we all continue to ensure all young people, particularly the vulnerable and
marginalised, have a voice in decision-making processes.

1 The Voices for Tasmanian Youth, ‘Speaking Out for a Safer Tomorrow’, accessed 14 November 2025
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https://childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/CC-Voices-for-Youth-Report-DIGITAL.pdf

Together, we should commit to ensuring our young people feel understood and
supported.

To our young people joining us today, may | thank you all for sharing your views
and ideas as the Mountain has toured around our State this year.

Finally, may | congratulate everyone involved in this important project. May we
all continue to listen to and respect the rights of our Tasmanian young people.

Thank you.

[CLOSING REMARKS]

Thank you to our students for telling us more about A Mountain of Voices and
their experiences in the workshops facilitated by Terrapin. | am very pleased to
unveil On the Record, and | thank all the young people whose voices are captured
in this enduring artwork.

May | once again thank everyone for attending today.
As we enjoy lunch together, | also encourage you to take the opportunity to listen
to On the Record at the listening station and read the messages inscribed on the

Mountain.

Thank you.



