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AUSTRALIAN PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR TRANS HEALTH 
(AUSPATH) CONFERENCE 2025 

REMARKS BY 
HER EXCELLENCY THE HONOURABLE BARBARA BAKER AC 

GOVERNOR OF TASMANIA 
HOTEL GRAND CHANCELLOR, HOBART, FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2025 

 

Good morning, everyone.  I am really pleased to be here to officially open the 

Australian Professional Association for Trans Health 2025 conference. 

 

May I also pay my respects to the Muwinina people and acknowledge today’s 

Tasmanian Aboriginal Community as ongoing custodians of Country. 

 

I warmly welcome you all to Tasmania for this important conference.  May I 

particularly welcome members of our trans and gender diverse communities 

who are with us today. 

 

Earlier this year, I was delighted to mark International Transgender Day of 

Visibility, by hosting an event at Government House with the Hobart Out Tennis 

Club. 

 

As I noted on the day, it was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate inclusion and 

recognise the achievements and experiences of our trans, gender diverse and 

non-binary community members. 

 

For many of these community members, a common experience is accessing 

appropriate health care. 

 

I commend AusPATH’s purpose to advance evidence-based, person-centred and 

culturally appropriate care for all trans, non-binary and gender diverse people.1  

Everyone deserves to thrive in a healthcare environment where they feel safe, 

affirmed, respected and understood.2 

 
1 Email from AusPATH to SMCA, 21 November 2025 
2 AusPATH Position Statement, accessed 19 November 2025 

https://auspath.org.au/2024/03/15/auspath-endorses-ama-position-statement-on-lgbtqiasb-health-2023/
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Your conference brings together diverse expertise at a time of considerable 

public scrutiny and community need.3 

 

Over the next two days, you have a busy program as you explore the conference 

theme ‘Pathways to Equity:  Transforming Gender-Affirming Care in Australia’.4 

 

I am sure you are looking forward to hearing from your guest speakers, including 

Dr Cal Horton from the United Kingdom, who will be speaking shortly and taking 

part in poster sessions and panel discussions. 

 

Importantly, this conference is an opportunity for you to connect with and learn 

from your colleagues here in Australia and from around the world. 

 

May I note the value of national and international collaboration in strengthening 

clinical expertise, research translation and shared knowledge.5 

 

I am also pleased to note Tasmania’s contribution to national leadership in 

inclusive healthcare and the key role our State plays in regional health 

improvement.6 

 

As clinicians, psychologists, psychiatrists, nurses, social workers, researchers, 

policy experts, community leaders and young people with lived experience, you 

all have knowledge and experience to share.  That sharing will help improve care 

and enhance the wellbeing of trans and gender diverse Australians. 

 

May I wish you a successful conference.  I hope you have time here to enjoy our 

beautiful State. 

 

Thank you. 

 
3 Email from AusPATH to SMCA, 21 November 2025 
4 AusPATH 2025 Conference, accessed 19 November 2025 
5 Email from AusPATH to SMCA, 21 November 2025 
6 Ibid. 

https://www.auspathconference.com.au/

