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Good afternoon and a warm welcome to Government House to commemorate 

the 200th anniversary of the Executive Council in Tasmania. 

 

I acknowledge the Muwinina people upon whose land we gather.  I acknowledge 

today’s Tasmanian Aboriginal Community as ongoing custodians of Country.  I 

recognise their enduring culture and deep connection to land, sea, sky, and 

waters. 

 

Today is a significant milestone in the constitutional history of Tasmania. 

 

In 1823, British Parliament passed an Act which provided for the establishment 

of Van Diemen’s Land as an independent colony with its own Legislative and 

Executive Councils and for the establishment of a separate Supreme Court. 

 

In June 1825, an Order in Council was made and was proclaimed on 

3 December 1825 by New South Wales Governor Sir Ralph Darling.1  The 

proclamation notified the separation of the Van Diemen’s Land from NSW and 

confirmed the constitution of the Legislative Council and appointment of the 

First Executive Council.  At 1:00pm on the same day, exactly two centuries ago, 

the first meeting of the Executive Council took place in the Old Government 

House located between Franklin Square and the Town Hall.2  That first Council 

comprised the Lieutenant-Governor, the Chief Justice, the Colonial Secretary, 

the Superintendent of Police, and the Colonial Treasurer. 3 

 

 
1 Ibid. 
2 Remarks before extraordinary meeting of the Executive Council, The Honourable Sir Guy Green AC KBE CVO, 4 
December 2000 p1. 
3 Ibid. 
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From 1856, when Tasmania was granted self-government, an elected 

Lower House was established and the Westminster system of responsible 

government was adopted, only serving Ministers of the government attended 

Executive Council meetings.  The Governor presided over the meetings but was 

not a member. 

 

Appointment to the Executive Council requires the taking of an oath of secrecy 

concerning the business undertaken at Council meetings.4  This oath binds each 

Executive Councillor and Clerk for life. 

 

Today, the Executive Council remains central to Tasmania’s exercise of executive 

power and helps ensure the legality and procedural regularity of the processes 

of government.  Whilst a Governor acts on the advice of the Executive Council, 

the Governor should be satisfied that the Executive Council's processes and 

actions are lawful.  For each proposed action, Ministers must cite its statutory 

basis and particulars of any conditions that need to be satisfied and how they 

have been satisfied before the power can be exercised.5  Advice provided can be 

queried by the Governor and further clarification sought.  Items on the agenda 

can be withdrawn or postponed while further information is obtained. 

 

Many of you may be aware that Executive Council meetings are held in the 

Executive Building, since the late Honourable Peter Underwood moved them 

there from Government House. 

 

On one occasion, Peter even presided over a meeting in the chapel at 

Calvary Hospital.  He was there for an urgent procedure, and the meeting was 

required for a pressing item.  He was also noted to have said to Scott Kerr, a 

former Clerk of the Council, that meetings are not held at Parliament House, 

because I quote, “the last guy who tried that lost his head”.6 

 

This anniversary provides an opportunity to acknowledge those who support the 

Executive Council’s essential work.  May I thank the Executive Council 

Secretariat for its diligence and professionalism, ensuring the accuracy, 

 
4 Promissory Oaths Act 2015 
5 Governors, Democracy and the Rule of Law, The Honourable Sir Guy S Green AC KBE, 29 October 1999 
The University Of Melbourne. 
6 Ibid 
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continuity, and smooth conduct of each meeting.  I particularly thank 

Lillian Dahya and Josh Munting for updating the Executive Council Handbook 

this year. 

 

The work of the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel is also valued and 

acknowledged.  And we know many Departments across our Tasmanian 

Government provide the advice, preparation, and attention to detail that 

underpin the matters presented to Council.  All these essential groups form the 

foundation upon which the Executive Council's processes depend. 

 

Thank you all for your contributions to the Executive Council's work and for 

joining us to commemorate this significant anniversary of the body which has 

been central to the exercise of executive power for 200 years. 

 

Now, please enjoy the lunch. 


