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Good afternoon, everyone.  It is a great pleasure to be here to mark the opening of 

the inaugural Honorary Consulate for the Republic of Latvia in Tasmania. 

 

This opening reflects Latvia’s commitment to deepening its connections across our 

region.  Here in Tasmania, the Latvian community is known for its cultural vitality, its 

commitment to language and tradition, and its active participation in our civic life1. 

 

Today, we welcome Mr Martin Bicevskis as Honorary Consul.  We also welcome 

Her Excellency Samija Šerifa and Sabine Kazaka, of the Latvian Embassy. 

 

We also take this opportunity to acknowledge Latvia and Tasmania’s shared 

democratic values, respect for education and the advancement of women in 

leadership, public service, and technical fields. 

 

I note that in the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report 20242, Latvia 

ranked 8th in the world for gender parity.  This is well ahead of most Western nations 

and significantly higher than Australia’s 26th ranking.  Latvia’s progress is not limited 

to a single sector; it is broad and structural. 

 

In senior managerial positions, women represent around 46% of leaders in Latvia, 

compared with approximately 36% here in Australia3. 

 

In science and engineering professions, women make up over 52% of Latvia’s 

workforce1.  In Australia the figure is closer to 27%2 

 

 
1 Email Martin Bicevskis / ADC 
2 Global Gender Gap Report 2024 | World Economic Forum 
3 The state of STEM gender equity in 2023 | Department of Industry Science and Resources 

https://www.weforum.org/publications/global-gender-gap-report-2024/
https://www.industry.gov.au/news/state-stem-gender-equity-2023
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Women account for more than half of all university graduates in Latvia’s Science 

Technology Engineering and Mathematics fields, indicating an unusually strong 

participation pipeline for technical and research careers1. 

 

We can learn much from each other.  The new Honorary Consulate in Tasmania will 

provide a valuable forum for exchanging shared interests and ideas and strengthen 

diplomatic and economic ties. 

 

To the Honorary Consul, Martin Bicevskis, I extend my warm congratulations and my 

best wishes in your important role.  Your service should greatly enrich the relationship 

between our communities. 

 

And to all here today, members of the Latvian Embassy, representatives of 

government and community leaders – I thank you for joining us to mark this step 

forward in the relationship between Latvia and Tasmania. 


